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E D M O N T O N   P U B L I C   S C H O O L S 
 

January 26, 2010 
 
TO: Board of Trustees 
 
FROM: Trustee C. Ripley, Public School Board Council (PSBC) Representative 
  
SUBJECT: Board Position on Public School Boards’ Association of Alberta Work Plan 

and Initiatives 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
   1. That the Board support in principle the PSBC Work Plan; the 

Foundation Program Statement; and the proposed School Act 
whereas statements, given the understanding that the PSBC will be 
doing further work and refinement of the same, be approved. 

 
   2. That the Board’s designate to the PSBC, Trustee Catherine 

Ripley, be authorized to convey to the PSBC the Board’s 
questions, suggestions and amendments as identified by the Board 
in the discussion of this report.   

 
   3. That the Board support for the PSBC authorizing the transfer of 

$15,000 from the accumulated surplus of the Association to the 
2010 budget to pay the anticipated costs of intervener status in the 
ongoing case between Aspen View School District and the 
Government of Alberta be approved.   
   

* * * * * 
 
At the February 4 to 6, 2010 Public School Board Council meeting, , the PSBC will be 
considering and approving a number of recommendations that will be that will guide the 
work of the PSBC over the next year.  As the PSBC representative for the Board, Trustee 
Ripley brings this report to Board for discussion and input to guide her in representing 
the Board. 
 
PSBC Work Plan   
 
The proposed PSBC Work Plan (Attachment #1) is derived from the Work Plan that the 
PSBC adopted in February, 2008. The Executive Committee reviewed the Work Plan at 
its December planning session. Some completed items have been removed from the plan, 
and some new items have been added (in italics). The Board is asked to consider if the 
priorities correspond to what it believes the Association should concentrate on in the next 
year as a complement to and a support for our work in Edmonton.  Is there anything 
missing? 
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Trustee Ripley suggests the following: 
 
a) the addition of a communication plan for the Foundation Program (Priority 1, Goal 1) 
b)  clarification on Priority 1, Goal 2 with respect to offering other solutions,  
c)  clarification on Goal 3 as to whether it is local CONTROL that is needed or easy 

ACCESS  to wraparound services, and 
d)  addition of strategy to Priority Three, Goal 1 that the PSBC will examine the 

obstacles to membership identified by non-member boards as way of stepping 
forward to achieving this goal  

e)  any other additions or deletions recommended by individual trustees and accepted by 
the full Board. 

 
The Proposed Whereas Clauses  
 
The Whereas clauses at the beginning of the School Act provide an important framework 
for understanding the Act as a whole. The reason PSBAA is recommending a debate 
among members of the PSBAA about potential clauses at this time (ahead of any 
recommendations or revised legislation from the Government) is that the debate and any 
agreement the Council can reach about proposed Whereas clauses will assist 
representatives of the Association when they are discussing draft legislation with MLAs 
and others as well as assist trustees in their own local advocacy on this topic.   
 
Attachment #2 contains the suggested Whereas Clauses proposed by PSBAA. At the 
February meeting (or possibly, the April meeting, depending on where the discussion 
leads in February), the Council will vote to endorse these clause by clause.   
 
The  Board of Trustees submission to the Minister of Education on the School Act on 
October 27, 2009 centred around  three main areas the Board believed needed to be 
included in any new provincial education legislation: 1) Defining Public Education, 2) A 
Focus on Success for All Students, 3)Establishing an Enabling Framework. (reference  
http://www.epsb.ca/board/oct27_09/item03.pdf). It is recommended that these should be 
used as a guide to evaluate the Whereas Clauses.  
 
Trustee Ripley suggests the following: 
 
a) endorse Whereas Statements #1, #2, #7 and #8;   
b) that #3 and #6 be combined;  
c) that # 4 be streamlined to read “Whereas it is in the public interest to provide public 

education that is inclusive, democratic, and governed by locally elected school 
boards,” 

d) that # 5 be deleted.  
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The Foundation Program 
 
Attachment #3 contains the core description of the proposed Foundation Program. The 
full report can be accessed online at: http://www.public-
schools.ab.ca/Public/association/PSBC_FoundationProgramInterimReportDraft2010Jan.pdf. 
 
The PSBAA Standing Committee on the Foundation Program was established in April 
2008; Trustee George Rice serves on this committee. In a nutshell, the mandate of the 
Committee is to “recommend to the members of the Association a description of the 
program(s), which every student in Alberta should be able to access, no matter where the 
student lives in the province.”   
 
On February 6, 2010 the Interim Report of the Committee and the Draft Description of a 
Foundation Program for Public Education in Alberta will be brought to the PSBC and the 
Board’s PSBC representative will be asked to vote on adopting the draft Foundation 
Program Statement in principle, subject to such revisions as the Standing Committee 
makes following this debate and subject to final approval by the membership at the 
April 10, 2010 meeting of the PSBC.  
 
Intervenor Status in the Aspen View vs. the Government of Alberta Case 
 
See Attachment #4 for details.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
CR:as 
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