Report to the Community Launch 
December 9, 2009
Good evening. My name is Sue Huff and it is my honour and privilege to serve as Board Vice-Chair for Edmonton Public Schools. My colleague, Don Fleming, our Board Chair, is currently in China and sends his regrets.
I would like to begin by introducing my fellow Trustees who are with us tonight: Trustee Esslinger, Trustee Rice and Trustee Ripley.
On behalf of the Board of Trustees, I am pleased to welcome everyone to this very special event.
We are glad you were able to join us as we celebrate the invaluable contributions of our many community partners.

Our schools and central departments work closely and proactively with each of you to meet the needs of all our students.  

It is our Board’s belief that public education involves a partnership – a broad coalition of students, parents, staff, Trustees and community partners – who work together to ensure that our society’s young people are prepared for the challenges and opportunities that await them.
We work to ensure that regardless of their individual backgrounds and abilities – youth are able to arrive at school ready to learn, get the support they need to thrive and develop in the classroom, and gain the confidence and perseverance required to complete high school. 

The work of public education is vitally important: for our city, our province, and our nation. If we are to grow and move forward as a society, we must invest the necessary time, energy and resources into educating our children.

Our partners recognize this fundamental truth. You contribute time, energy and resources beyond measure. 

You are unsung heroes who help to ensure public education is strong, effective and meets the needs of the diverse students we serve.

To each and every one of you, our Board of Trustees extends our sincere and heartfelt thanks.

In our 2009 Report to the Community, the Board of Trustees has provided a brief overview of the types of initiatives our partnerships have allowed us to undertake.
The Report reflects some highlights of our mutual accomplishments over the past year.
It shares key elements of the work we are doing to help students graduate as resilient, confident young men and women who are ready and willing to further their education, make their voices heard and support causes they care about.

It details the efforts we’re making to connect Aboriginal students to their culture and heritage, while supporting their academic achievement. 

It shines a spotlight on how we are helping newcomers to Canada transition into our education system and adjust to their new country and their new home.

The Report illustrates just how significant a role our partnerships play in allowing youth to access vital resources outside the classroom.

These types of additional supports nurture students’ in body, mind and spirit. They strengthen their emotional and physical health so they can focus on their studies. 

This concept of supporting students in a holistic way was a common theme among the interviews we conducted with some very dynamic individuals.

We captured the interviews on film and invite you to watch them on our District’s website; they will also be playing in the atrium throughout the evening. As you view these videos, I hope what you come to appreciate is that all across our city, there are community partners who share the same values as we do – who believe in their work and the difference it can make in a young person’s life. 

These professionals spoke eloquently and passionately about the goals of their organizations and how collaborating with Edmonton Public has lifted up the students and families we both serve. 

The Report and the videos speak to the fact that through forging partnerships and reaching out to the community, we continue to evolve as a responsive and supportive public school district – a district that remains a place where innovation is fostered, ideas synthesize and inspire, and bright futures begin to take shape.

Once again, to our partners, thank you for your vision, your dedication and many ongoing contributions. 
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