Community Collaboration Project
Monday, April 20, 2009
Good morning and welcome.
On behalf of the Board of Trustees and our District’s students and staff, thank you for taking time out of your busy schedules to join us today.
My name is Bev Esslinger and it is my privilege to serve as Chair of the Board of Trustees for Edmonton Public Schools. 
Also with us is my colleague, Trustee George Rice and our Superintendent of Schools, Edgar Schmidt. 

Today’s meeting is about celebrating the precious seeds of collaboration our schools and community partners have sown over the past year. This co-operative approach ensures that our students are prepared for their best and brightest futures.

As a District, we are committed to affording youth every opportunity to grow, develop and thrive at school, so they can realize their potential. 
However, we know that we cannot do this work alone and recognize the community plays an important role in providing students and their families with vital resources and supports. 
We can see this principle in action in our school district’s AISI Community Collaboration project. For those of you who may not know, AISI stands for Alberta Initiative for School Improvement – an initiative which is part of the Provincial Government’s efforts to support teaching and learning.  
This project brings together a number of different schools and community organizations to increase success for at-risk students. Its approach has enriched the lives of many students across our District. 
Ladies and gentlemen, there can be little doubt that your ongoing involvement in public education is invaluable.  
I would now like to introduce Tim Osborne, Director of School and Neighborhood Initiatives at United Way of Alberta Capital Region. 
Tim oversees the United Way’s involvement in a variety of programming, including Partners for Kids – an initiative that brings together a range of community partners to provide supports to children, youth and their families, both in the school setting and in the community.
He is also the Chair of the Alberta Steering Committee for 211 – an easy-to-remember three-digit phone number that offers Albertans free, confidential, multilingual access to information about the full range of community, social, health and related government services.

Tim is here to share his perspective about the Power of Partnership. Please help me extend a warm welcome to Tim.
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