Community as Partners Meeting
L.Y. Cairns School Ambassador Breakfast
October 28, 2009
Good morning.

My name is Don Fleming and it is my privilege and very special honour to serve as Chair of the Board of Trustees of Edmonton Public Schools. 

This event celebrates so much of what public education is all about. 

Here with us today are business and community organizations that share a deep and abiding commitment to helping our students experience success and surpass all expectations. 

Through your ongoing support, we have been able to create a quality, flexible and responsive public education system – one that strives to help all learners realize their potential, regardless of their faith, background, abilities or challenges. 

We are very proud of the fact that these values, which successive Boards have upheld for 128 years, endure in our many schools and learning sites across the city. 

They certainly do flourish in L.Y. Cairns School, where dedicated teachers and staff continue to motivate and guide students to do their very best within a specialized and encouraging learning environment.  

Their work is complemented by your ongoing involvement in affording students the chance to pursue important work experience and work placement opportunities.

By helping them build a diverse skill-set and acquire knowledge about different business and industry sectors, you are strengthening L.Y. Cairns’ long-standing tradition of preparing students for life beyond school. 

Today, we also recognize the significance of the recently implemented Employability Skills Achievement Certificate (ESAC). 

This certificate is awarded to students who may not be able to graduate with an Alberta High School Diploma, but who have demonstrated they can work independently and have the employability skills required for entry into the workplace.

Our Board is confident this certificate will enable many more students to grow, thrive and develop in the coming years, broadening their career horizons. 
We also look forward to nurturing our efforts to engage the community as ambassadors of public education. 

As Trustees, we thank you for enriching our programming and believing in the potential of our students just as much as we do. Working together, we’re helping to move them towards their own bright futures.
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