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It is an honour and a pleasure to be here with you tonight. 

On behalf of the entire Board of Trustees, I am very grateful for this opportunity to say thank you for your many years of service to Edmonton Public Schools.

This evening is a celebration of the integrity and dedication you have brought to your role as a valuable member of this District over the past few decades.
They are among the most important qualities of our staff, and have helped to foster:
· student achievement; 

· the development and delivery of innovative, world renowned programs; and
· successful schools and departments built around team work and collaboration.  

Although you have been part of an important collective effort over the past 25 or 30 years, you have also made a difference as individuals. 

This evening, I hope you’ll reflect on the significance of those moments when you encouraged a student to find their own voice, provided advice to a colleague, or thought out-of-the-box to generate novel ideas and solutions. 

These are the moments that have not only helped to enrich your own work and further your own ambitions, but have also supported the goals and values that underpin our District. 

Teaching youth to read, write and compute – helping them to develop their character and resilience – giving them the skills and knowledge they need to be successful in school and in life…

These are all key elements of our identity – they continue to move us forward along a progressive path, and they’ve allowed us to become one of the premier school districts in all of North America.
For example, the Superintendent and Assistant Superintendent were invited to speak at an International Research Symposium, because of the innovative work being done at schools to improve student learning. Edmonton Public Schools are at the forefront yet again. 

Also consider the international agreements we have with renowned university’s and educational centres in support of our world-class second language programs.

In fact, just last week, I attended the official opening of our new Spanish Resource Centre. This Centre is yet another telling example of how hard our staff work to build relationships with organizations at the local, national and international level to help students surpass all expectations in their studies. 

It is a great source of pride for our District that we not only have 3,700 students currently studying Spanish, but also that this Centre will be the first of its kind established under a public school board in Canada. 
We should never take these accomplishments for granted – they are wonderful reminders that we’re living up to our promise to be a school district that educates the next generation of leaders who will make a difference in our communities. 
Quite simply, we serve as an example that other districts seek to emulate, just as you serve as an example to your colleagues… 
An example of what can be accomplished when you combine talent, perseverance and vision. 

Each of you has seen a great many changes since you began working here. 

There have been many successes to celebrate and a few challenges to overcome. 

But, by working together, you have helped to nurture a tradition of excellence that has spanned a 128 year history – a history rooted in our ability to be a responsive and supportive public school district that affords students of all backgrounds the opportunity to realize their potential. 

As a Board, we are honoured that you have chosen to dedicate the greater part of your working lives to Edmonton Public Schools. 

Undoubtedly, new staff members who have recently joined the District are inspired by the work you have done and continue to do. 

Know that you have shaped the very nature of public education in our city, and that you have a played a vital role in creating bright futures across generations. 

Thank you very much for your many contributions and I hope you have a wonderful and memorable evening. 
Long Service Recognition –February 18/2010 – page 1

