District Recognition

December 1, 2009
Ladies and gentlemen, over the past 15 years, this event has allowed us to pay tribute to a remarkable group of individuals. 

The nominees who will walk across the stage tonight have shown exceptional talent, dedication and character in their work. 

They have guided, motivated and inspired others in their offices, in classrooms across the District and in their school communities.

On behalf of my colleagues on the Board, I would like our nominees to know that your efforts to make a difference have succeeded, and you have won our deepest respect and admiration. 

You get up early to prepare lessons, stay up late to mark exams, provide vital resources to our learners, create successful charity events and take on a variety of other assignments in any one of our many departments – all while maintaining a standard of excellence and tireless devotion to our students.
You are parents, teaching and non-teaching staff, community members, students and mentors.

Your contributions make public education a gateway to opportunity for all learners, regardless of their background, faith, economic status or abilities. 
Because of the energetic, innovative way you help to support teaching and learning and other district initiatives, we have built one of the premier school districts in North America.

We have also honoured the values that previous boards have upheld for over 120 years now… 

Values that are focused on ensuring our education system remains flexible and responsive to the diverse needs of our students…values that underscore the importance of our organization being a place where dynamic, collaborative partnerships are formed and where shared hopes and dreams lead to progress.
The Board could not be prouder to celebrate your achievements this evening. 

We look forward to presenting you with certificates of recognition in three categories tonight; they are: 
· service;

· teams; and

· merit.
It will be a great honour to meet you during the formal ceremony because—quite simply—you have helped to shape the bright futures not only of our students, but of public education as well.
Thank you for going above and beyond the call of duty – for having the determination and courage to strengthen the spirit of camaraderie and ​​​ambition that has come to define Edmonton Public Schools. 
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