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It is a great honour to pay tribute to a remarkable group of professionals this evening. 
Recognizing your many years of dedicated service to our District is what this occasion is all about. 

We are grateful for this chance to come together to reflect upon past experiences, and look ahead to future endeavours.  
You may be interested to know that we are acknowledging 188 retirees who, collectively, have contributed 5095 years of service to Edmonton Public Schools.

I think those numbers definitely deserve a round of applause! 

Your journey stretches from the first day you stepped into a school or office within our District to tonight – a special evening that marks your retirement celebration.

You experienced many things along this journey; you were able to:

· build invaluable relationships;

· learn new skills and contribute to best practices; and
· encourage students to believe in themselves and their abilities. 
As administrators, teachers, support, exempt, maintenance and custodial staff, you have played a role in making our District internationally recognized for the work we do. 

By sharing your knowledge, dedication and friendship, you became an asset to every team you worked with throughout your careers. 

These years were also spent developing innovative solutions to problems. They were years that saw you extend a helping hand to a child, provide advice to a colleague and exceed even your own expectations of what you could accomplish.
Much like the many graduation ceremonies taking place throughout our District, tonight is a celebration of one of life’s milestones.

Retirement is a major event, a watershed moment in anyone’s life, because it symbolizes a new beginning.

Over the course of your careers, you have touched many lives, probably in more ways than you will ever know. 
Your contributions have been essential to the ongoing success of teaching and learning.
I believe this quote perfectly captures the sentiment of this evening: “They may forget what you said, but they will never forget how you made them feel.”

Ladies and gentlemen, we will not forget how your efforts have made this District one that all Trustees are proud to represent in the community. 
Your dedication to students, to achievement, to giving your best, exemplifies the spirit of Edmonton Public Schools and is truly testament to our belief that bright futures begin here. Thank you.
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