Excel Society’s Ground Breaking Ceremony for Balwin Villa

Redevelopment project of the North Edmonton School Site

Thursday, August 28, 2008
Good afternoon MLA Vandermeer, Councillor Gibbons, Mr. Kasuba, Ms. Read, Ms. Clarke ladies and gentlemen.
I am very pleased to be here to participate in the official groundbreaking ceremony for Balwin Villa. 
Today’s event affords us the opportunity to celebrate an unprecedented agreement between our District and a non profit organization that has made a difference in the lives of so many.
The Excel Society has the distinct honour of being the first agency of its kind to enter into this type of lease-to-purchase project. That is no small feat, and points to the significance of our new collaboration.

At Edmonton Public Schools, we are very proud to help ensure that the legacy of extraordinary work this agency has been involved in is able to continue well into the future. 

For decades, North Edmonton School fostered the potential of students, allowed them to develop their skills, talents and their self confidence.
Now, through the innovative and creative reuse of this property, the Excel Society can continue its longstanding tradition of “Enriching lives by enabling potential.”
The Continuing Care Facility will be a place where the diverse needs of individuals, including senior citizens, are met. 

At this assisted living home, they will be able to reach personal bests, and reside within a safe and nurturing environment. 
Our Board remains committed to forming partnerships that help our students and the communities we serve thrive. This venture is an excellent example of that principle in action. 

Thanks to the support of the City, Province, the Balwin Community and local business association, a landmark and historically valued building will continue to stand as a centre that bestows a wealth of benefits to others.
I am confident the Balwin Villa will have an enduringly positive impact on this community, and on all those who pass through its doors in the years to come.   

Thank you. 
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