Excellence in Teaching Awards
Tuesday, April 30, 2009
Ladies and gentlemen, over the past several years, this event has allowed us to pay tribute to a group of individuals whose talents and skills have won our admiration and respect. 

Just like our nominees will tonight, they stood in front of a crowd of family, friends and colleagues to be recognized for their relentless drive and willingness to work to the best of their ability.

I am very pleased to say that this year, 28 district teachers are among the 134 provincial semi-finalists nominated for the 2009 Excellence in Teaching Awards.

The Board congratulates our teachers on receiving this recognition. We believe it is a well-deserved and fitting tribute to the stellar commitment you demonstrate towards your profession and public education. 

You have garnered this special honour because others have taken notice of your ability to educate and inspire students and tap into their potential.
To your classrooms, you bring your passion, enthusiasm and fresh ideas; you also bring an eagerness to use innovative methods and strategies to help youth believe in themselves and their abilities.

There can be no greater gift a parent or an educator can give a child than a healthy self-esteem – know that through your efforts, many students are receiving this invaluable gift.
It’s a gift that will become the underlying force behind every student’s resolve not to be afraid to make mistakes and to recognize just how capable they really are of successfully pursuing their goals in the years to come. 
As teachers, you are the key players responsible for ensuring our classrooms remain gateways to opportunity for youth – places where they shape their ambitions and develop their own unique point of view, their own voice.  
Your presence here this evening demonstrates that your teaching practices remain flexible and motivating and that they are meeting the diverse needs of the students you continue to encourage, guide and teach. 
The Board is very pleased to celebrate your achievements tonight– you truly are an outstanding group that is helping students to thrive in our District and move towards their best, brightest future.
Thank you.
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