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Good morning everyone. 

I’m very happy to be here today. 

This special event has been a long time in the making, and it’s wonderful to have the opportunity to say a few words about what the Foundation means to me and to introduce you to our new Board of Governors. 

As a Trustee who has served for two terms on the Edmonton Public School Board, and as a parent who has always taken an active interest in my children’s education, their school councils and the work of organizations such as Kids Kottage and Safe and Caring Schools and Communities – I’ve come to deeply value the significance of engaging people in public education.

Our work as a District will always be enriched through the contributions of students, staff, parents and community members who recognize the fact that public education has a profound impact on youth.

Helping young people to develop their skills and talents, the confidence to form their own ambitions and aspirations, has never been a responsibility that our District has borne alone.

Throughout the years, we’ve been dedicated to creating a network of partnerships that have lifted up our students in some remarkable ways. 

The focus of the Board of Governors will be to strengthen this work by complementing the tremendous fundraising efforts of schools. 

We envision rallying all members of our community around that very simple, yet powerful idea that it ‘takes a village to raise a child.’

It is my honour to be one of the members of the Board of Governors and to introduce the rest of my colleagues on the Board to you today. 

Before I begin, I would like to ask each Governor to stand up when I call your name. Thanks.

First, we have, Louise Hayes, who is Chair of the Edmonton Public Schools Foundation. Louise strongly believes that public education is essential to the success of young students.  

She is an active community member who has been closely involved with the University of Alberta, where she has served on the university's Board of Governors and Senate.  

Next is, Duncan Binder. Duncan is the current president of Binder Construction Limited, a medium-sized general contractor that primarily constructs buildings in the institutional sector of the industry. 

He is connected to public education through employment, and both his children attend a high school in our District. 

Gloria Chalmers is the Director of Programs for Edmonton Public Schools. Gloria works with families and the broader community to ensure public education is responsive to the needs and hopes of our city’s children and youth.

Alaudin Kanji is an entrepreneur in Edmonton, and has served as a volunteer within the Ismaili community for many years. He’s taken an eager interest in public education and has a daughter who attends one of our district schools – Vernon Barford Junior High. 

Don Lore is a small business owner, committed community volunteer, and past president of the Riverbend Community League. He has always been a strong supporter of the public education system, and has watched his four children complete their schooling with Edmonton Public Schools. Don is currently involved as a volunteer basketball coach at Riverbend Junior High School.

Ray Purdy, QC is the Managing Partner of Brownlee LLP, a law firm with long established roots in Edmonton and elsewhere in Alberta. Ray passionately supports public education and in particular supports programs that level the playing field for Edmonton’s students.

Finally, we have San San Sy. San San is a dedicated educator who has two daughters enrolled at schools within our District. She brings much-valued insight on how best to support immigrant and multicultural communities in our city.  

Unfortunately, our colleague Linda Miller couldn’t be with us today, but I can tell you that Linda is an occupational therapist and has been a successful business owner of EWI Works International for the past 19 years. 

She is also a parent who strongly believes in public education and its ability to help all students, no matter their background, succeed in school and in life. 

Ladies and gentlemen, your Board of Governors. 

I definitely look forward to working with this diverse and accomplished group in the months and years ahead. 

Thank you. 


 









I believe the Foundation will complement the tremendous fundraising efforts of schools and    I’ve always valued engaging many different partners in the work  plays in supporting education.

Engaging students, parents and the community in

I am very pleased to be here tonight to help recognize and learn more about a celebrated youth leadership program that has enriched the learning experiences of many students. 

At Edmonton Public Schools, one of our most important responsibilities is to give each of our students a chance to reach their potential and the confidence to turn it into action. 

We aim to encourage young men and women to demonstrate personal initiative, vision and courage as they pursue different leadership roles in their schools and local communities. 

For a number of years now, our District has had the good fortune of sharing these goals and aspirations with the Junior Achievement organization.

Thousands of students have been able to gain an in-depth understanding of the business world through their participation in Junior Achievement programs. 

These programs continue to offer students unique opportunities to deepen their understanding of business and economics. 

They also help youth develop financial literacy, as well as entrepreneurial and leadership skills through a hands-on teaching approach.

The real-life business experience and guidance volunteers bring into the classroom continue to assist students in developing a sense of ownership, responsibility and pride in their work – lessons that will serve them well throughout their entire lives.

I believe this event offers us a wonderful opportunity to discover how we can work together as partners to see that these programs only become stronger in the years to come.




I have great confidence that we will be able to accomplish this goal, given that both our District and Junior Achievement believe in the power of partnerships and collaboration, and in the boundless potential of young people. 

Through a creative, energetic combined effort, I am sure we will be able to inspire and prepare youth to succeed in a global economy and confidently move towards their own bright future.

Thank you. 
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