Heart Safe Defibrillator Event
Thursday, January 8, 2009
Good morning everyone. 
It is a pleasure to be here to help celebrate this special event on behalf of the Board of Trustees of Edmonton Public Schools.

Our District is very appreciative of the Frontiersmen for their generous donation of defibrillators for our high schools. 
We are proud to be supporting an initiative, together with our partners, that highlights the importance and inherent value of these life saving devices.
Ensuring students are able to learn within safe and secure environments remains one of our deepest and most significant commitments. 

Acquiring new, technologically advanced AED’s will certainly help to strengthen this effort. 

As we undertake the work of training staff and students to operate this equipment, we should be mindful of some sobering statistics.

They really are compelling facts that encourage us to learn more about programs like the Edmonton Heart-Safe program. They also demonstrate the value of having our facilities contain defibrillators. 
While sudden cardiac arrest is unpredictable and can strike anyone, anywhere, anytime, high school aged students are a high risk group for this kind of medical emergency, especially when involved in high stress athletic activities. And in fact, sudden cardiac arrest is the leading cause of death in young athletes. 

Every year, approximately 40,000 Canadians die of a sudden cardiac arrest; tragically, 100 of these individuals are children. 

It’s heartening to know, however, that defibrillation improves the survival rate by 30 per cent if delivered in the first 4 minutes of a sudden cardiac arrest occurring.
Introducing AED’s into our local school communities is a noble step towards improving this survival rate. 
We owe it to the young students we serve, whose bright futures still lie ahead of them – to have every effective strategy or mechanism available to save their lives and the lives of their classmates.
Once again, I would like to thank Emergency Medical Services, the Heart and Stroke Foundation, Alberta Health Services and the Frontiersmen for all of their hard work and dedication in making this event possible, and for giving individuals the power to be real-life heroes. 
Thank you.
PAGE  
1
Heart Safe Defibrillator– January 8, 2009

