Official Opening of Associated Centre of the Instituto Cervantes at the Institute of Innovation in Second Language Education (IISLE)
October 28, 2009
Good evening special guests, ladies and gentlemen. 
My name is Don Fleming and it is my privilege and very special honour to serve as the Chair of the Board of Trustees of Edmonton Public Schools. 

I am pleased to be here to celebrate the official opening of the Associated Centre of the Instituto Cervantes and to welcome Mr. Carlos Soler, Coordinator of the Aula Cervantes in Calgary. 
Attaining this prestigious designation is a remarkable achievement for our District, especially given the fact that we are the first public school district to house an Associated Centre and that it is the only one located in North America. 
Our Board is incredibly proud of the staff here at the Institute for Innovation in Second Language Education for working so hard this past February to secure what promises to be a rewarding and dynamic partnership with the Instituto Cervantes.
We consider this newly-formed partnership to be an important recognition of the quality programming our District provides to the over 3,700 students who currently study Spanish in our schools across the city. 

Through our work to build rewarding relationships with international partners, we are helping youth to expand their horizons and to one day reach for opportunities that lie beyond our borders. 
In an ever more interconnected world, the Board is committed to offering a full range of supports to students who have an interest in learning a second language. 

This commitment is part of our Board’s larger goal to create a quality, flexible and responsive public education system – one that strives to help all learners realize their potential, regardless of their faith, background, abilities or challenges. 

These values define our work as Trustees, and have guided the ambitions of our predecessors for over 120 years now.

They remain the driving force behind Edmonton Public Schools proven record of innovation and leadership in our Spanish language programs.
We were a key contributor to the first Memorandum of Understanding that was developed between Alberta Education and the Government of Spain.

Last May, our District also signed an agreement between the University of Alberta and the Spanish Ministry of Education to establish the third Spanish Resource Centre in Canada.
And presently, we are pleased to have three international Spanish academies operating within our schools. 
There can be little doubt that the Associated Centre will bring diverse learning and professional development opportunities to our students and staff. 

The study visits, teacher workshops and joint research projects we have planned will broaden their abilities, knowledge and talents.
The Instituto Cervantes provides outstanding Spanish language and culture learning materials and will provide educators with access to an international network of specialized Spanish teaching, assessment and training centres.

The DELE examination provided by this partnership also gives our students the opportunity to achieve credentials for their Spanish language abilities that is recognized and valued world-wide.

We look forward to shaping a unique, authentic learning experience for youth in our District. 

Finding ways to build their confidence in reading, writing, and speaking a second language will be one of the greatest gifts we can give them.

We admire the Instituto Cervantes for sharing our Board’s long-standing priority of helping young men and women develop an awareness of the world as a global community. 

As a District, we sincerely appreciate the enthusiasm and energy our new partners have brought to this collaboration. 

Working together, I believe we will play a valuable role in creating bright futures for the leaders of tomorrow. Thank you.
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