Long Service Recognition 
Thursday, February 19, 2009
It is an honour and a pleasure to be here with you tonight. 

On behalf of the Board, I am very grateful for this chance to say thank you for your many years of service to Edmonton Public Schools.

This evening is a celebration of the integrity, conscientiousness and dedication you have brought to your role as an invaluable member of this District over the past few decades.
They are among the most important qualities that have helped to foster:
· student achievement; 

· the development and delivery of innovative, world renowned programs; and
· departments whose members value team work and treating each other with mutual respect. 

This evening, I invite you to reflect on the significance of those moments when you encouraged a student to find their own voice, provided advice to a colleague, or thought out-of-the-box to generate novel ideas and solutions. 

We can have little doubt that these moments have played a critical role in creating bright futures across generations. 
Know that you have shaped the very nature of public education in our city. 

Teaching our young people to read, write and compute – helping them to become compassionate and contributing members of their communities – giving them the skills and knowledge they need to be successful in school and in life…

…these are noble activities that have allowed us to build one of the premier school districts in North America.  

I am confident that new staff members who have recently joined the District are inspired by the talent and perseverance that has always defined your work. 
As a Board, we are honoured that you have chosen to dedicate the greater part of your working lives to Edmonton Public Schools and are very grateful for your many contributions. 

Thank you.
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