Tuesday, May 26 Board Meeting

Naming of New District Schools
Ladies and gentlemen, I would like to take a moment to draw your attention to the very special guests we have with us here today. 
These guests were part of the official naming ceremonies for the six new schools being built throughout our city as part of the Alberta Schools Alternative Procurement initiative. Our District was pleased to unveil the official names during six dedication ceremonies held last Wednesday and Thursday.
The schools are:

· Elizabeth Finch School in The Palisades; 

· Florence Hallock School in Lake District;

· Dr. Donald Massey School in Pilot Sound;

· Esther Starkman School in Terwillegar Heights;

· Johnny Bright School in Heritage Valley; and,

· A.Blair McPherson School in The Meadows.
These schools are a proud addition to our District, to their neighbourhoods, and to the city. The new schools will help us address the growing enrolment needs in the city’s fast-growing north and south sides.


I would now like to acknowledge and welcome the honourees and their families:

· Linda Alloway, daughter of Elizabeth Finch, and her husband Brian Alloway;

· Bud and Betty Squair (pronounced Square), sister and brother-in-law of Florence Hallock.

· Dr. Don Massey and his wife Barbara Massey;
· Esther Starkman and her husband Howard Starkman;

· Kandis Bright, daughter of Johnny Bright, and her family friend Marilyn Livingstone; and,
· Mrs. Lorna McPherson and her son John McPherson, wife and son of Blair McPherson.
The namesakes of these schools have made a lasting impact on public education. Their contributions are vast and wide reaching and we are proud to have them and their families with us here today. 
I would also like to acknowledge and welcome the six principals of these new schools:

· Laurie Barnstable, principal of Elizabeth Finch School;
· Dean Michailides, principal of Florence Hallock School;
· Jennifer Allen, principal of Dr. Donald Massey School;
· Greg Kushnir, principal of Esther Starkman School;
· Scott Millar, principal of Johnny Bright School; and,
· Kathy Goudreau, principal of A. Blair McPherson School.
I also wish to acknowledge the partnership that Edmonton Public Schools enjoys with the Provincial Government and thank our own Planning and Communications departments for co-ordinating last week’s dedication ceremonies.

We all look forward to the next step – the fall of 2010 - when we open each of these schools to students, teachers, parents and the community.

I would like to formally thank our honoured guests for attending today. We sincerely appreciate your attendance.
