Norwood Centennial Celebration

February 21, 2009
Good morning distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen.
It is my pleasure to bring greetings on behalf of the Board of Trustees as we recognize Norwood’s 100th Anniversary.
We have come together as members of a beloved community and a renowned school district, as students, alumni and parents – as individuals who appreciate the great significance of this occasion.

Stepping into Norwood’s entrance hall brings an instant awareness of its rich history and century-long list of accomplishments.

When it opened in 1909, the school was an instant landmark in the growing city of Edmonton – a beautiful red brick structure built in the Renaissance style, complete with noteworthy architectural features of the time, including a main arched entry and open bracketed gables. 

Today, a modest sized, black and white photograph hangs outside the general office, perfectly capturing the vibrant community spirit and sense of pride that was present at Norwood’s corner stone laying ceremony.

A second equally endearing photo nearby, adds another layer to the story of the school’s early years. 

It depicts several young teachers playfully interlocking hands, creating a sort of human chain of knowledge and dedication. 
The image is symbolic of their shared commitment to educating Norwood’s first graduating class and generations of Edmontonians thereafter. 

We can be certain that this feeling of solidarity has been at the forefront of a collective effort to afford every student who has passed through Norwood’s doors the very best start in life. 

This school’s proud history of offering a well-rounded, supportive education to young people of all cultural backgrounds and abilities is what we really pay tribute to at this event. 

By continuing to focus on nurturing collaborative relationships with community partners, and strengthening literacy and numeracy learning, Norwood has positioned itself as a significant, positive force in so many children’s lives across different eras. 
Within this strong, solid building, which still retains much of its original character, youth have been encouraged to develop into citizens of character – individuals who demonstrate their fortitude, who honour the lessons they’ve learned in life and the values they’ve adopted as conscientious students, classmates and friends. 
Norwood, you have played an instrumental role in opening up the doors of opportunity to many students. I know your work to secure their bright futures will only deepen in the years to come. 

I would now like to invite Principal Berg to join me.
It is my honour to present this plaque on behalf of the Board of Trustees, to commemorate your 100th Anniversary. Congratulations and best wishes for continued success! Thank you.
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