Launch of Olweus Anti-Bullying Program
Wednesday, January 21, 2009
Good afternoon.
Just last month, my colleague Vice Chair Ripley was honoured to participate in the kick-off launch of the Olweus program at Delton School. Today, I’m very pleased to be here to help celebrate Glenora’s launch of this valuable initiative. 
Bringing this renowned program to your school is a testament to the dedicated efforts of parents, friends and community members who believed that it could help make a difference in the lives of students. 
I admire the hard work, perseverance and commitment that’s been involved in seeking to find a way to create an incredible tribute to Evan Grykuliak’s memory. 

As an energetic, down to earth, fun loving teen, his life was cut short by a senseless, cowardly act of violence. But in the aftermath of this tragedy, you rallied together as a community to raise awareness about the devastating effects of bullying. 

The success of EVAN’s game – an inspirational fundraising project that marked the first anniversary of Evan’s death – truly made a statement about the power of people coming together to keep our students, schools and neighbourhoods safer.

Your generosity and support helped us get to this point; today, we welcome the addition of a program that has proven its worth in school districts in more than a dozen countries around the world.

The Olweus program is designed to reduce and prevent bullying problems and to improve peer relations at school.

Its goals align very closely to what we try to do as a District in dealing with and preventing antisocial behaviour and violence.  
Some of the defining features of the program include: creating a more positive climate in classrooms, and ensuring that an encouraging, warm environment also sets firm limits to unacceptable behaviour. 
I’m confident teaching and non teaching staff, parents and community members will support this program by embracing the opportunity to become positive role models and mentors to youth. 
And thanks to Shannon Long, who provided Olweus training to all staff and several parents, they are now equipped with the skills and knowledge to help make it a success.  
Glenora, because of your passion and willingness to secure a safer and brighter future for students, you have created a wonderful legacy project in Evan’s name. 
To Evan’s mom, Diana, who is here with us today, and to your colleagues on the foundation, know that Evan would be incredibly proud of all of your efforts.  

On behalf of the Board of Trustees, I would like to congratulate you on this achievement.
Best wishes for a great event! And students, I hope you have fun taking part in different learning stations today. Remember, “Be a Buddy not a Bully.” 

Thank you.
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