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Good evening.

On behalf of the Board of Trustees, it’s my great pleasure to welcome you to this evening’s Parents as Partners event and to thank our special guest speaker, Dr. Gordon Neufeld, for being here tonight. 
As a Board, we recognize and value your involvement in public education.

One of the greatest gifts you can give your children is your engagement in their learning. 
Whether you volunteer in their classroom, are a member of a school council or take opportunities to explore information about parenting strategies, you are sending a powerful message to your children, showing them how much you care about them.
Our District continues to recognize the tremendous efforts that student, parent, and community groups make to effectively support their schools. 
Earlier today, over 400 staff members from across the District participated in a workshop with 
Dr. Neufeld.
We are excited to have the opportunity to link the knowledge and ideas that these teachers will take back to the classroom with the knowledge and ideas that you as parents will be able to use at home. This is truly an opportunity for collaboration between home and school.
I would also like to recognize collaborative efforts of another kind; this time between three of our departments. By working together, they made this event possible. I know we all look forward to the informative and interesting presentation that will begin in just a few moments. 

Once again, I’d like to thank all of our attendees for being here; your involvement is very important to us, and I hope you learn a lot and enjoy this evening’s session.
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