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Good afternoon and welcome.

My name is Don Fleming and it is my privilege and very special honour to serve as Chair of the Board of Trustees of Edmonton Public Schools. 

I would like to introduce some of my colleagues on the Board who are here today… Vice-Chair Huff, Trustee Colburn, Trustee Esslinger, Trustee Rice, Trustee Ripley and Trustee Shipka. Trustees Gerry Gibeault and Ken Gibson send their regrets.
All of us are very pleased to see you here today. 

Much like previous Boards have done over the years, we are focused on listening to the community we serve and developing a better understanding of their needs and ambitions.  
Ensuring we create opportunities like this one to hear directly from you – the students whose success and achievement we strive to support every day – remains a key part of our work as Trustees. 

Your opinions are very important us. 
We are interested in hearing your views on three key areas:
First, we are wondering how you would like to be involved in the decision-making process within our education system.
Second, we want to find out the best way to gather your opinions on educational issues that are important to you. 
And finally, we would like your input on how our District can best prepare you and other students for success after graduation.
Your feedback will help the Board in its efforts to better engage youth as critical stakeholders in public education. 

How do we give you a stronger voice? How do we make sure you participate in shaping our decisions and policies?  These questions lie at the very heart of our work as a Board.  
We can have little doubt that in this room, and in classrooms across our District, there are students of all ages and abilities who will do extraordinary things in the future and become tomorrow’s leaders. 
We’re proud that over a 128 year history, successive Boards of Edmonton Public Schools have focused on helping youth – regardless of their background, faith, or economic status – realize their potential by offering innovative programming within supportive, inclusive learning environments.
This is not easy work. It relies on an entire community of parents, students and educators who care about public education and truly believe in its power to make a difference. 

Our Board looks forward to having your support in making our education system even stronger in the years to come. 

I hope you enjoy this afternoon’s discussion, and thanks again for being here.  
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