TAG Magazine launch event
March 2, 2009
Good morning.

On behalf of the Board of Trustees of Edmonton Public Schools, I am pleased to be here to help celebrate the launch of TAG Magazine.
As you may know, TAG began life as Magpie, a print-based publication that served, primarily, to profile the writing of elementary students. It was beloved by many and allowed emerging writers in our schools to share their work with peers and teachers across the District.
Magpie has since evolved into TAG, an online magazine that offers the ability to share a wider range of work with a much broader audience. 

One of our city’s more famous sons, Marshall McLuhan, once said, “The medium is the message.” He understood it’s not just what you say, but how you say it that counts.

TAG is a multifaceted and far-reaching medium, which allows our District to share not only traditional examples of student writing, but also pieces of visual art, digital photo stories and the ability to provide comments.

TAG welcomes work from students of all ages and receives submissions from the elementary, junior and senior high level.

Thanks to the Internet, this student work is shared with audiences around the world.

To date, there have been over 13,000 viewings of TAG, as visitors from across Canada, the United States and the United Kingdom have experienced the creativity of our students. TAG has also had visitors from as far away as Vietnam, Australia and Morocco.

Not just students are benefitting from TAG’s wider reach.

One teacher from the United Kingdom has offered his appreciation for the Magazine and asked for advice in doing something similar with his students.

Writing for an audience is a proven best practice for improving student achievement. Sharing their work with a worldwide audience is certain to have a positive impact on our students’ learning. 

Congratulations to everyone involved in the TAG launch and best wishes for continued success. 
I would also like to offer my best wishes to everyone involved in the Highlands Young Readers’ Conference. I’m sure it will be a wonderful experience for everyone involved.

Thank you.
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