
 

 

DAT

TO:

FRO

SUB

ORI

RES
STA
 

REF
 
 
ISSU
The
eme
incl
in s
 
BAC
In M
Ach
The
the 
plan
exte
dela
requ
a di
num

CUR
The
indi
prin
shar
chal
Lea
Atta
 
Earl
teac
asse
and

TE: 

 

OM: 

BJECT: 

IGINATOR: 

SOURCE 
AFF: 

FERENCE: 

UE 
e following i
erged from th
lude strength
upport of en

CKGROUND 
May 2013, A
hievement T
e Superintend
optional pro

nned to be ad
ended two w
ay in publish
uired for sco
igitally score
meracy comp

RRENT SITU
e administrat
ividual stude
ncipals and G
re the results
llenges and p

arning by sch
achment I. 

ly feedback 
chers indicat
essment. Ma

d lack of clar

January 2

Board of

Darrel R

Grade 3 
Informat

Mary Mi

Amanda 
Colin Wo

Novemb

nformation w
he pilot of th

hs, challenge
nsuring stude

Alberta Educ
ests (PATs) 
dent of Scho

ovincial pilot
dministered 

weeks by the 
hing required
oring of the a
ed literacy co
ponent and a

ATION 
tion of the SL
ent results to
Grade 3 teach
s of the SLA
possible imp
hools and cen

indicates str
ted they rece
any challenge
ity regarding

         

20, 2015 

f Trustees 

Robertson, Su

Student Lea
tion #069) 

ichailides, A

Forster, San
oelfle 

er 4, 2014 B

was requeste
he Grade 3 s
es and how w
ent success. 

ation announ
with SLAs, 

ools determin
ting of the G
between Sep
Minister of 

d support ma
assessments.
omponent, a

a numeracy p

LA pilot is c
o the teachers
hers were br

A with studen
plications co
ntral staff an

rengths in th
eived valuab
es were repo
g student exe

      1 
 

uperintenden

arner Assessm

Assistant Sup

ndra MacRae

Board Meetin

ed: provide i
student learn
we as a distri

nced the rep
beginning w

ned that all d
Grade 3 admi
ptember 29 a
Education. T

aterials for p
. This initial 

a literacy per
performance

complete.  T
s occurred D
rought togeth
nts and paren
ommunicated
nd gathered f

is new asses
le informatio
orted as well
emptions an

nt of Schools

ment (SLA) 

perintendent,

e, Greg McI

ng (Trustee H

information 
ner assessme
ict can relay

placement of
with a pilot i
district elem
inistration of
and October
This extensi

principals and
pilot admin

rformance ta
e task compo

The release o
December 3, 
her on Janua
nts. Informa
d to Research
from the Jan

ssment proce
on about the
l, including i

nd accommod

s 

Pilot (Respo

, Support for

nulty, John 

Hoffman) 

outlining lea
ents.  This in
y feedback to

f the existing
in Grade 3 in

mentary schoo
f the SLA. T
r 10, 2014, a
on was prov
d teachers, a

nistration con
ask compone
onent. 

of classroom 
2014. A gro

ary 6, 2015 t
ation regardin
h and Innov

nuary 6 meet

ess. For exam
eir students t
in the areas o
dations. 

onse to Requ

r Schools 

Scammell, 

arnings that 
formation sh

o Alberta Ed

g Provincial 
n September
ols would ta

The SLA pilo
and then was
vided to refle
and to reflect
nsisted of fou
ent, a digitall

reports and 
oup of distric
to discuss ho
ng strengths
ation for Stu
ting is summ

mple, Grade 
through this 
of teacher w

uest for 

have 
hould 

ducation 

r 2014.  
ake part in 
ot was 
s 
ect the 
t the time 
ur parts: 
ly scored 

ct 
ow best to 
, 

udent 
marized in 

 3 

workload 



Rep
Alb
of h
focu
shar
indi
Alb
Ass
Exe
 
KEY

 

 

 

 

 
ATT
ATT

 
JA:j

presentatives
berta Educati
how to locate
us groups in 
re results in 
ividual distri

berta School 
sessment Sec
ecutive Direc

Y POINTS 

Research an
challenges a
staff. 
Teachers an
achievemen
There have 
assessment 
Alberta Edu
districts to p

TACHMENTS
TACHMEN

jk

s at Alberta E
ion has creat
e and comple
January to p
the second y
icts will hav
Superintend

ctor.   To tha
ctor of the A

nd Innovation
and possible 

nd principals
nt testing pro
been challen
during this p

ucation has p
provide feed

S & APPENDI
NT I      Stren

      Staff 

         

Education ha
ted a digital 
ete the feedb
provide pare
year of the p
e other mean

dents and by 
at end, the fe

Assessment S

n for Studen
implication

 have expres
ogram that ar
nges in the p
pilot year. 
provided mec
dback regardi

ICES 
ngths, Challe
f September 

      2 
 

ave indicated
feedback su

back survey.
ents the oppo
ilot. Alberta
ns to provide
providing fe

eedback prov
Sector at Alb

nt Learning h
s of the pilot

ssed that the
re embodied
preparation fo

chanisms for
ing the pilot

enges and Po
2014 to Janu

d their aware
urvey and dis
.  Alberta Ed
ortunity to pr
a Education h
e feedback s

feedback dire
vided in this 
berta Educati

has received
t administra

ey value the c
d in the SLAs
for and in the

r teachers, p
t. 

ossible Impli
uary 2015 

eness that ch
strict staff ha
ducation will
rovide feedb
has commun
such as throu
ectly to Albe
report will b

ion. 

d information
ation of the S

changes to th
s. 
e administrat

principals, pa

ications Iden

hallenges ex
ave been ma
l be holding 
back on how
nicated that 
ugh the Colle
erta Educatio
be sent direc

n regarding s
SLAs from d

he provincia

tion of the 

arents and sc

ntified by Di

xist.  
ade aware 

parent 
w to best 

ege of 
on’s 
ctly to the 

strengths, 
district 

al 

chool 

istrict 



 

1 
 

      ATTACHMENT I 
 
 

Strengths, Challenges and Possible Implications Identified by District Staff 
September 2014 to January 2015 

 
Strengths:  
 Teachers reported receiving valuable information about how their students are doing using 

the evidence provided through the completion of the tasks.  
 It was reported that activities progressed from a basic level to a more in depth level of 

understanding. 
 When collaborative scoring time was provided for teachers, the conversations about the tasks 

and student performance were reported as valuable. 
 The question structures embedded in the SLAs were reported as providing opportunities for 

students to demonstrate their thinking in various ways (e.g. numbers, pictures or words).  
 Student needs are identified early and an opportunity to work with and inform parents in 

October is seen as a benefit of these assessments, assuming results are provided in a timelier 
manner in future administrations. 

 

Challenges:  
 Principals expressed a need for clarity around the process of exempting students from taking 

part in the pilot. 
 Principals expressed a need for clarity around the use of accommodations, such as the use of 

a scribe. 
 Principals reported challenges with the process of securing extranet accounts for their Grade 

3 teachers, which was required for the administration of the SLA. 
 Staff reported technical challenges, such as slow response time, intermittent static in the 

headphones making the audio difficult to hear, and the mouse freezing on some questions. 
 Some students had never completed an assessment on a computer before, and hence found 

the design of the assessment difficult. 
 Scheduling was difficult, given the requirement that some components of the assessment be 

completed on computers. 
 Combined grade classes and special needs classes with multiple grades involved presented an 

additional challenge for completing the assessments. 
 Given the structure of the assessment, and the fact that students work at different paces, this 

meant long administration times and some students left waiting for others to complete 
sections. 

 The scoring of the performance tasks was reported as time consuming for teachers, often 
taking more than 40 minutes per student. 

 The five point scale on the scoring rubric was reported as difficult for teachers to use to 
describe student performance. 

 The exemplars of student performance and the scoring rubrics were reported to be not well 
aligned.  

 The online material related to exemplars was reported as cumbersome to navigate due to the 
volume of information.  
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 Student self-reflection in the numeracy performance task was reported as redundant. 
 Redundancy in aspects of both the numeracy and literacy performance tasks was noted. 
 The task exemplar provided was reported as not reflecting a variety and range of student 

responses. 
 It was reported that rendering judgments about a student’s use of strategies without engaging 

directly with a student was difficult for teachers. 
 It was reported that timelines for staff to prepare for the administration of the SLA’s were 

short. 
 It was reported that there was difficulty meeting the additional demands on the number of 

supply teachers needed. 

 

Possible Implications 
 In district planning for the pilots for the SLA 6 and the SLA 9 in the future, it may make 

sense to have only some schools take part in the pilot. 
 With advance planning, schools could organize to work in their catchments to engage in 

collaboratively scoring the performance tasks components of the SLA. 
 Smaller sites with less technical support could be provided with additional support in 

advance.  
 Grade 3 teachers could organize to work together through their catchments to analyze SLA 

results in advance of sharing results with parents and students. 
 Grade 3 teachers could work together through their catchments to share best practices in 

response to the SLA results. 
 

 
 


