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DATE: October 9, 2018 
 
TO: Board of Trustees 
 
FROM: Darrel Robertson, Superintendent of Schools 
 
SUBJECT: Preferred Cluster Concept for the Britannia Area 
 
ORIGINATOR: Dr. Lorne Parker, Assistant Superintendent 
 
RESOURCE 
STAFF: Kim Holowatuk, Christopher Wright 
 
REFERENCE:  
 
 
ISSUE 
Consultation for the Britannia cluster was concluded in May 2018. Specific cluster concepts are not 
identified in the Three-Year Capital Plan until complete feedback from the consultations is obtained and 
the data is analyzed. The conclusion of the consultation process supports the recommendation that the 
Britannia Cluster Concept C be specified. Revision to the Three-Year Capital Plan 2019–2022 priorities, as 
allowable between October 1 and October 15 annually by Alberta Education, will identify Britannia 
Cluster Concept C with specific detail related to that concept. 
 
BACKGROUND 
In March 2016, consultation was initiated with the Britannia cluster school communities for future plans 
for the four schools:  Brightview, Britannia, Mayfield and Youngstown. This series of public meetings 
focused on the need to provide high quality learning environments for all students regardless of where 
they live. The information presented provided context to issues around mature infrastructure that may 
be the inappropriate size or configuration for the current enrolment or programs within the schools. 
 
In May 2016, additional public meetings were held, in collaboration with the City of Edmonton, to gather 
further input on some general options and themes regarding potential plans for these clusters. In 
October 2016, working committees were established for each cluster to refine the input, analyze data 
and explore and develop further specific concepts. The City of Edmonton participated on the working 
committees to bring additional information around community impact in each of the areas. These 
concepts were first presented to a cross section of City of Edmonton departments, including but not 
limited to Transportation, Planning, and Neighbourhood Recreation Coordinators, to again provide 
information about community impact. The concepts were then presented at public meetings in 
March 2017 and feedback was collected. In addition, an online survey  collected feedback from those 
that could not attend as well as for those who did attend but wanted to provide additional feedback. 
After reviewing the feedback and noting that a limited number of stakeholders chose to participate, 
Administration elected to conduct further engagement for the Britannia cluster in April/May 2018.   
 
Increased efforts to reach stakeholders included delivery of information flyers to all households in the 
cluster area and an online engagement tool, delivered direct-to-email inbox, designed to bring more of a 
conversation around the concepts online. Across the four opportunities for public engagement, 496 
stakeholders in the Britannia cluster area provided input. During the last round of engagement in 
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April/May 2018, stakeholder participation across neighbourhoods was relatively balanced and the 
summary of the consultation and feedback is included in the Space for Students in Mature Communities 
– Britannia Area – Report to the Public report (Attachment I). This report is currently available on the 
District website and has been posted since June 2018. 
 
The stakeholder input, collected from the public meetings in March 2016, May 2016, March 2017 and 
April/May 2018, was used to determine a recommended concept and next steps for the cluster. Other 
factors considered in the decision were:  past enrolment, projected enrolment, demographics, site 
constraints, geographic distribution, student migration patterns, program distribution, student 
retention, student safety, transportation, school proximity and City of Edmonton neighbourhood plans 
and initiatives. 
 
In the current version of the Three-Year Capital Plan 2019–2022, Priority 10 is described as “Britannia 
Cluster:  Concept to be Determined”. The recommended amendment would read:  “Britannia Cluster: 
Concept C”. 
 
CURRENT SITUATION 
Stakeholder feedback and level of engagement was a crucial element in considering which concept to 
recommend for the Britannia cluster. The feedback process showed that there is a concept preference in 
the Britannia cluster.  
 
In the Britannia cluster, the Report to the Public summarizes the process and rationale for a 
recommendation of Concept C.  
 
KEY POINTS 
• Extensive consultation with the Britannia Cluster Community took place between March 2016 and 

May 2018 
• Stakeholder feedback has signaled support for Concept C. 
• A recommendation will be made to amend the Three-Year Capital Plan 2019–2022 to read 

“Britannia Cluster: Concept C” 
 
ATTACHMENTS and APPENDICES 
ATTACHMENT I Space for Students in mature Communities – Britannia Area – Report to the Public 
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