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Information Report 

DATE: January 28, 2020 
 
TO:  Board of Trustees 
 
FROM: Darrel Robertson, Superintendent of Schools 
 
SUBJECT: Interim Ward Boundaries 
 
ORIGINATOR: Dr. Lorne Parker, Assistant Superintendent 

Karen Mills, Director, Board and Superintendent Relations 
 
RESOURCE 
STAFF: Josephine Duquette, Hodan Jama, Roland Labbe, Jennifer Thompson, 

Christopher Wright 
 
REFERENCE: Election Act; Education Act, Sections 76 and 260 (4) (5) 
 
 
ISSUE 
Effective September 1, 2020, land that has been newly annexed into the City of Edmonton will become 
part of the Edmonton School Division by Ministerial order (Attachment III). This requires the Division to 
provide education, transportation and an Edmonton School Division Trustee. 
 
BACKGROUND 
As of January 1, 2019, the lands formerly of Leduc County and the Town of Beaumont were annexed by 
the City of Edmonton (Attachment l). Effective September 1, 2020, these annexed lands will become 
part of the Edmonton School Division (Attachment III). As such, the Division is required to have ward 
boundaries that include this area so that all affected electors are represented by an Edmonton School 
Division Trustee. At minimum, an interim trustee needs to be appointed for these annexed lands prior to 
September 1, 2020. There are currently 30 students attending Black Gold Regional School Division that 
reside in the annexation area. 
 
In advance of the next municipal election in October 2021, the Division must also review all ward 
boundaries by December 31, 2020, to ensure they meet the guidelines in the Elections Act and the 
Education Act. If boundary amendments are necessary, the returning officer for the City of Edmonton 
has asked that this be completed by September 2020 to ensure that the deadlines for the October 2021 
election are met. When the Division reviews the trustee wards for the next general election, the 
annexed lands will need to be incorporated into the ward bylaw. 
 
City Council is also currently conducting a full review of all city council ward boundaries with a Ward 
Boundary Committee. The purpose of this review is to ensure that all boundaries, including those with 
newly annexed area, adhere to the guidelines in the Election Act as well as the City’s own policies. This 
review is expected to be completed and communicated by September 30, 2020, to be effective for the 
next municipal election in October 2021. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/Acts/E01.pdf
http://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/Acts/e00p3.pdf
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CURRENT SITUATION 
The Division is planning to communicate in early 2020 with families in this annexation area prior to pre-
enrolment for the 2020–2021 school year. This intended communication welcomes families as residents 
in the Division, provides relevant information such as transportation information and informs them of 
pre-enrolment, which is their opportunity to participate in the process to pre-enroll in an Edmonton 
Public School. The Province requires the Division to communicate to affected electors, prior to the 
2020–2021 school year, the Edmonton School Division Trustee that will represent their interests. The 
students will still have a Black Gold Regional School Division Trustee until August 31, 2020, and effective 
September 1, 2020, they will have an interim Edmonton School Division Trustee. However, the interim 
Edmonton School Division Trustee may be contacted prior to September 1, 2020, if the families have 
questions or concerns during the pre-enrolment process. 

 
Another requirement from the returning officer is that the Edmonton Public School Trustee Ward 
boundaries are due to be reviewed by September 30, 2020, for the October 2021 municipal election. 
The current ward boundaries must be amended to include the annexation area. The review of ward 
boundary options, stakeholder engagement, and approval by the returning officer will take 
approximately six to nine months to complete.  

 
 
An interim trustee can be communicated to affected electors at any time before September 1, 2020; 
however, communicating in early 2020 with pre-enrolment information provides the following benefits: 

• combining this communication is less confusing for new families 
• provides families with an official channel to communicate any concerns during their initial pre-

enrolment process 
• honours provincial requirements 
• allows for the ward review process to align more closely with the City of Edmonton’s ward 

review process. 
 
KEY POINTS 
• An interim trustee must be communicated to affected electors prior to September 1, 2020. 
• The Edmonton School Division wards must be amended to include the annexation lands as identified 

in Attachment I. 
• Edmonton School Division Trustee wards are to be reviewed for the October 2021 election, and are 

due by September 30, 2020, to the returning officer. 
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• The Edmonton School Division wards must adhere to the guidelines in the Election Act and the 
Education Act. 

• Approval by the Minister of Education will be requested after the bylaw is passed by the Board of 
Trustees. 
 

ATTACHMENTS and APPENDICES 
ATTACHMENT I Current and Proposed Ward Boundaries 
ATTACHMENT II       Ministerial Order #018/2017 – Current EPSB Ward Boundaries 
ATTACHMENT III      Ministerial Order #006/2020 – Edmonton School Division Boundary Adjustment 
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