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Recommendation Report 

DATE: April 27, 2021 

TO: Board of Trustees 

FROM: Policy Review Committee 

SUBJECT: Rescindment of the School Trustee Candidates Election Campaign Disclosure Bylaw 
2012-2013-1 

ORIGINATOR: Karen Mills, Director Board and Superintendent Relations 

RESOURCE 
STAFF: Rachel Foley, Shirley Juneau, Nancy Petersen 

REFERENCE: Local Authorities Election Act 

ISSUE 
The Policy Review Committee is recommending that the Board of Trustees rescind the School Trustee 
Candidates Election Campaign Disclosure Bylaw 2012-2013-1.  

BACKGROUND 
Prior to its revision on December 11, 2018, the Local Authorities Election Act did not require school 
board trustee candidates to disclose campaign expenses. It did, however, set out that a school board 
may require disclosure to the public of all campaign contributions and campaign expenses of all 
candidates for election as trustee.  

On March 19, 2013, the Edmonton Public Schools Board of Trustees passed the School Trustee 
Candidates Election Campaign Disclosure Bylaw 2012-2013-1 (Bylaw). This Bylaw required school board 
trustee candidates to disclose campaign contributions and expenses, and mirrored provincial legislation 
and the requirements for City Council candidates.   

In the revised Local Authorities Election Act, issued December 11, 2018, Section 147.4 now requires 
school board trustee candidates to disclose campaign expenses through a prescribed disclosure 
statement form. Therefore, the Bylaw is superseded by the requirements for disclosure set out in 
Section 147.4.  

RELATED FACTS 
• In the revised Local Authorities Election Act, “candidate” is defined as an individual who has been

nominated to run for election in a local jurisdiction as a councillor or school board trustee.
• Section 147.4 of the Local Authorities Election Act specifies that all candidates must file disclosure

statements.
All documents filed under this section must be available to the public during regular business hours for a 
period of four years after the election. The City of Edmonton elections office has agreed to both collect 
the forms and make them available to the public as part of the Election Agreement between the City of 
Edmonton and Edmonton Public Schools.   

https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/Acts/L21.pdf
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Recommendation Report 

RECOMMENDATION 
That School Trustee Candidates Election Campaign Disclosure Bylaw 2012-2013-1 be rescinded. 

OPTIONS  
Based on the information provided in this report, the following options are considered most 
appropriate: 
1. Support the recommendation to rescind Bylaw 2012-2013-1.
2. Request changes to the report and ask that it come back to a future Board meeting.

NEXT STEPS 
Upon approval of the recommendation, School Trustee Candidates Election Campaign Disclosure Bylaw 
2012-2013-1 will be removed from the Division’s bylaws and will be archived. 

ATTACHMENTS and APPENDICES 
ATTACHMENT I School Trustee Candidates Election Campaign Disclosure Bylaw 2012-2013-1 
ATTACHMENT II  Section 147.4 of the Local Authorities Election Act 
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ATTACHMENT ll 

Excerpted from the Local Authorities Election Act 
Campaign disclosure statements 
147.4(1) On or before March 1 immediately following a general election or, in the case of a by-election, 
within 120 days after the by-election, a candidate shall file with the secretary of the candidate’s local 
jurisdiction a disclosure statement in the prescribed form, which must include  

 (a) the total amount of all contributions received during the campaign period that did not 
exceed $50 in the aggregate from any single contributor, 

 (b) the total amount contributed, together with the contributor’s name and address, for each 
contributor whose contributions during the campaign period exceeded $50 in the 
aggregate, 

 (c) the total amount of all contributions received as referred to in section 147.22(3), 
 (d) the total amount from fund-raising functions, 
 (e) the total amount of other revenue, 
 (f) the total amount of campaign expenses, 
 (g) an itemized campaign expense report setting out the campaign expenses incurred by the 

candidate, 
 (h) the total amount paid by the candidate out of the candidate’s own funds not reimbursed 

from the candidate’s campaign fund, 
 (i) the total amount of any campaign surplus, including any surplus from previous campaigns, 

and 
 (j) the amount of any deficit. 

 
(2) A candidate who has incurred campaign expenses or received contributions of $50 000 or more shall 

file a review engagement with the disclosure statement referred to in subsection (1). 
(3), (4) Repealed 2020 c22 s17. 
(5) With respect to the period during which a candidate is nominated, this section applies to a candidate 

who withdraws as a candidate. 
(6) If a candidate becomes aware that any of the information reported in the disclosure statement 

required under subsection (1) or the review engagement required under subsection (2) has 
changed or has not been completely or accurately disclosed, the candidate shall, within 30 days, 
submit a supplementary statement in the prescribed form to the local jurisdiction. 

(7) The local jurisdiction must ensure that all documents filed under this section are available to the 
public during regular business hours for a period of 4 years after the election.  
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