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Response to 

Request for Information 

 
DATE: April 27, 2021 
 
TO:  Board of Trustees 
 
FROM: Darrel Robertson, Superintendent of Schools 
 
SUBJECT: Criteria the Province Uses to Allocate New Schools, Modernizations and Portables 
 (Response to Request for Information #098) 
 
ORIGINATOR: Kathy Muhlethaler, Assistant Superintendent 
 
RESOURCE 
STAFF: Roland Labbe, Jennifer Thompson, Christopher Wright 
 
REFERENCE:  Alberta School Capital Manual 

School and Authority Student Population Data 
 
 
ISSUE 
At the March 23, 2021, Board meeting, Trustee Janz noted that capital projects announced by the 
Government of Alberta on March 10, 2021 excluded new school projects for Calgary Public Schools and 
Edmonton Public Schools, the two largest school divisions and among the fastest growing in the 
province. Trustee Janz requested the following information: 

1.  Provide the criteria by which the province allocates new schools, modernizations or portables. 
2. Of the fourteen divisions who were awarded projects, do any of the recipients have a faster 

enrolment growth over the last four years (covering the school years ended August 31, 2017 to 
August 31, 2020), compared to Edmonton Public Schools? 

 
BACKGROUND 
On March 10, 2021, the Government of Alberta announced funding approval of six new school projects 
and three replacement school projects across the province (Attachment I). No new school projects for 
Edmonton Public Schools or the Calgary Board of Education were included as part of this 
announcement. 
 
CURRENT SITUATION 
Alberta Education reviews and prioritizes the Division’s school capital projects among all school divisions 
in the province in accordance with their criteria, as listed in the Alberta School Capital Manual, March 
2015: health and safety, building condition, utilization rates, enrolment projections, education program 
delivery and impact, site readiness, infrastructure performance, and partnership opportunities 
(Appendix I). These criteria apply to funding decisions related to new construction, modernizations and 
modular classroom approvals. Capital funding requests are submitted annually by all school jurisdictions 
across the province to Alberta Education. They are then ranked by Alberta Education, submitted to the 
Government of Alberta’s Capital Planning Process (coordinated by Alberta Infrastructure), and then 
forwarded to Treasury Board and Caucus for funding approval consideration. 
 
 
 

https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/bc9223b2-74b3-4e51-83a0-277ed54498da/resource/eb92056d-4c87-4ddf-bf5e-792580eb82dc/download/school-capital-manual-march-2015.pdf
https://www.alberta.ca/student-population-statistics.aspx
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Response to 

Request for Information 

 
A review of school jurisdiction enrolment growth in Alberta from the 2016-2017 school year through to 
the current 2020-2021 school year indicates that Edmonton Public Schools had the highest enrolment  
growth for the period, gaining 7,791 students. This was followed by the Calgary Board of Education 
(3,658), Elk Island Catholic Schools (2,997), Rocky View SD (2,686), Edmonton Catholic Schools (2,127), 
Calgary Catholic Schools (1,493), Golden Hills SD (1,343), Fort McMurray Public Schools (1,208), Black 
Gold SD (1,130), and Prairie Land SD (1,087). This data was obtained from School and Authority Student 
Population Data posted on the Province of Alberta website. 
 
KEY POINTS 

• Alberta Education criteria for school project funding decisions, as listed in the Alberta School Capital 
Manual, March 2015, are based on health and safety, building condition, utilization rates, enrolment 
projections, education program delivery and impact, site readiness and infrastructure performance. 

• Edmonton Public Schools had the highest enrolment growth over the past five years, gaining 7,791 
students, followed by the Calgary Board of Education gaining 3,658 students. 

 
ATTACHMENTS and APPENDICES 
Attachment I - March 10, 2021 School Capital Project Announcement List 
Appendix I - Alberta School Capital Manual, March 2015 (Section 4.0) 
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March 10, 2021 School Capital Project Announcement List          ATTACHMENT I 

 

 

 

 

Community School Division Project Type Project Name 

Calgary 
Southern 
Francophone 
Education Region 

New Complex in 
South Calgary 

(Grades K-6/7-12) 

Camrose 
Elk Island Catholic 
Separate School 
Division 

New High School (Grades 9-12) 

Edmonton 
Edmonton Catholic 
Separate School 
Division 

New High School Castle Downs/Dunluce (Grades 10-12) 

Lethbridge 
Lethbridge School 
Division 

New Elementary 
School 

West Lethbridge (Grades K-5) 

Manning 
Peace River School 
Division 

New school (Grades K-12) 

Red Deer 
Red Deer Catholic 
Separate School 
Division 

New Middle School (Grades 6-9) 

Calgary 
Foundations for 
the Future Charter 
Academy 

Replacement School 
Funding to support a site solution for Foundations for the Future Charter 
Academy on the Montgomery School site 

Coaldale 
Palliser School 
Division 

Replacement and 
Reconfiguration 

Kate Andrews High School 

Sherwood 
Park 

Greater North 
Central 
Francophone 
Education Region 

Replacement and 
Expansion 

École Claudette-et-Denis-Tardif School 

  



 
 
 

APPENDIX I 

 
1 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 

 

 
2 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 

 
3 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 


