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Recommendation Report 

DATE: February 1, 2022 

 
TO:  Board of Trustees 

 
FROM: Trustee Sumar 
 
SUBJECT: Motion re: KN95 Masks for Edmonton Public Students and Staff 
 
REFERENCE: Trustees’ Handbook – Section 5.2.2 – Notices of Motion 
 
 
ISSUE 
Trustee Sumar served notice of motion at the January 18, 2022, Board meeting. 
 
BACKGROUND 
The number of COVID-19 cases among students and staff continues to increase, in part due to the high 
transmissibility of the Omicron variant. Unfortunately, we also learned on January 17, that a child aged 
5-9 with no pre-existing health conditions passed away from COVID-19. The Division has received 
several donations of N95 (or similar) masks which have been distributed to staff and it makes good 
sense that students should be provided with these masks as well. While the Division’s COVID-19 
mitigation strategies are strong, schools by design employ gathering and are not set to allow for physical 
distancing. 
 
RELATED FACTS 
The COVID-19 virus is dispersed in both droplet and aerosol forms. Medical grade surgical masks, 
although effective as a barrier to droplets and fluids, are not considered to be well-fitting. N95 masks 
are designed to both filter airborne particles, provide a seal for the user, and are recognized as being of 
higher medical grade. China’s KN95, Australia/New Zealand’s P2, Korea’s 1st Class, Japan’s DS2 FFRs and 
Europe’s FFP2 respirators are considered to be similar to N95 masks. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
That the Edmonton Public School Board of Trustees advocate to the provincial government for an 
immediate allocation from the surplus reserve not to exceed $3.5 million for all students and staff to 
obtain a minimum four-week supply of N95, or similar, masks. 
 
OPTIONS  

1. Approve the recommendation as presented. 
2. Provide feedback and request changes to the recommendation for approval.  

NEXT STEPS 
Upon approval of the motion, the Board Chair would write to the Minister of Education to advocate for 
an immediate allocation from the Division’s operational reserve. In addition, upon approval, the Division 
should prepare a Request for Proposals to acquire N95, or similar, masks. 
 
SS:ca 
 
  

https://www.epsb.ca/media/epsb/ourdistrict/policies/TrusteeHandbook.pdf
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