
 DATE:  December 12, 2023 

 TO:  Board of Trustees 

 FROM:  Darrel Robertson, Superintendent of Schools 

 SUBJECT  Establishment of Business and Innova�on  Alterna�ve Program 

 ORIGINATOR:  Kathy Muhlethaler, Assistant Superintendent 

 RESOURCE  Marnie Beaudoin, Tom Gillard, Geoff Holmes,  Trish Kolotyluk, Ann Parker, Carrie Rosa, 
 STAFF:  Sunita Sas 

 REFERENCE:  GA.BP Student Programs of Study 
 GAA.BP Delivery of Student  Programs of Study 

 ISSUE 
 Demonstrated student interest and demand warrants the establishment of a Business and Innova�on 
 Division alterna�ve program. 

 BACKGROUND 
 Ini�ated in 2015, Career Pathways embodies the 2022-2026  Strategic Plan  and the vision of enhancing 
 pathways for student success. Career Pathways fosters growth and success for every student by 
 suppor�ng their journey from early learning through high school comple�on and beyond, and enhances 
 public educa�on through communica�on, engagement and partnerships. 

 The Business and Innova�on alterna�ve program will support the Division’s  Career Pathways model  . 
 The goal of Career Pathways is to provide students with a broad range of learning opportuni�es that 
 prepare them for their next steps in life—whether that be post-secondary, the world of work or 
 involvement in their community, so they are able to transi�on from high school to a life of dignity and 
 fulfillment. Students develop a curiosity about the world around them, and grow skills and competencies 
 through rigorous and relevant projects, ac�vi�es and experiences connected to curricular outcomes. 

 RELATED FACTS 
 ●  Business, Informa�on and Technologies (BIT) courses are available as part of Career and Technology 

 Studies (CTS) provincial curriculum. 
 ●  Based on student interest and a school wide focus on career pathways, McNally School offers a 

 Business and Innova�on pathway for students. Students take part in cross curricular learning 
 opportuni�es that blend business and entrepreneurship CTS courses with a focus on innova�on. 
 Through entrepreneurial thinking, students focus on building competencies that will serve them in 
 life beyond high school. 

 ●  Demonstrated student interest and demand warrants the establishment of a Division Business and 
 Innova�on alterna�ve program. 

 RECOMMENDATION 
 That the Business and Innova�on alterna�ve program be approved as a Division alterna�ve program 
 from Grade 10 to Grade 12, effec�ve September 2024. 
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https://epsb.ca/ourdistrict/policy/g/ga-bp/
https://epsb.ca/ourdistrict/policy/g/gaa-bp/
https://www.epsb.ca/media/epsb/ourdistrict/visionmissionvalues/DivisionStrategicPlan2022-26.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VBGg2tYEg6qmfyYj-FIaxHQmONtpNmiW/view?usp=sharing


 CONSIDERATIONS and ANALYSIS 
 Student Interest and Demand 
 1.  Business and Innova�on at McNally School 

 ●  For the 2023-2024 school year, 118 students are enrolled in a Business and Innova�on pathway. 

 2.  Introduc�on to Sustainable Business 201 
 ●  For the 2022-2023 school year, 23 students at Strathcona School enrolled in this dual credit 

 course offered in partnership with MacEwan University. 

 3.  In the fall of 2021, Career Pathways invited students from Grade 7 to Grade 12 to par�cipate in a 
 student interest survey to gauge student interest in a variety of poten�al learning opportuni�es 
 across all five career pathways: 
 ●  Art, Design and Communica�on 
 ●  Business and Informa�on Technology 
 ●  Construc�on, Manufacturing and Transporta�on 
 ●  Health, Educa�on and Human Services 
 ●  Natural Resources and Environmental Science 

 2021 Student Interest Survey 
 The informa�on received through this survey is used to support Division planning related to Career 
 Pathways learning opportuni�es for students. Students could select their first, second and third choices 
 from a list of 26 areas of interest. The number and percentage of responses indicates 1st, 2nd and 3rd 
 choices for each area of interest. 

 Student Responses 
 18,849 total responses  37.75% of Division popula�on (Grades 7–12) 

 The Career Pathways 2021 Student Interest survey data supports a strong student interest in Business 
 and Entrepreneurship. 

 Area of Interest  Number/Percentage 
 of Responses 

 Ranking 
 out of 26 

 Health Science 
 Studying, researching, and gaining knowledge to improve health, 
 cure diseases, and understand how humans and animals 
 func�on. 

 Related Careers: Die�cian, Medical Technologist, Den�st, 
 Pharmacist, Doctor, Nurse, etc. 

 4,492/7.94%  1st 

 Business and Entrepreneurship 
 Focusing on financial ins�tu�ons, commerce, retail opera�ons 
 and entrepreneurial endeavors. 

 4,267/7.55%  2nd 
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 Area of Interest  Number/Percentage 
 of Responses 

 Ranking 
 out of 26 

 Related Careers: Entrepreneur, Accountant, Bookkeeper, 
 Administra�ve Assistant, Economist, Marketer, Sales Manager, 
 etc. 

 Compu�ng 
 Developing computer hardware and/or so�ware. 

 Related Careers: So�ware Developer, So�ware Test Engineer, 
 Programmer Analyst, Web Developer, Informa�on Technology 
 Specialist, Video Game Developer, etc. 

 3,888/6.88%  3rd 

 STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, Math) 
 Using Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Math to tackle 
 challenges and develop solu�ons. 

 Related Careers: Architect, Engineer, Mathema�cian, App 
 Developer, Product Designer, etc. 

 3,813/6.74%  4th 

 Response rates and defini�ons for all 26 areas of interest are available in the  student interest survey  . 
 (A�achment I). 

 Program Descrip�on 
 The Business and Innova�on alterna�ve program will deliver the Alberta Program of Studies, and be 
 informed by the Career Pathways guiding principles: 
 ●  Programming - Innova�ve learning approaches that are embedded across curricula. 
 ●  Authen�c Experiences - Engaging students through meaningful and relevant experiences that 

 connect learning to career pathways. 
 ●  Community Connec�ons - Building rela�onships with parents, community and businesses that 

 inten�onally connect students to experiences and poten�al career pathways. 
 ●  Future Focused - Adap�ng to ever-changing environments and reali�es. 

 Students will engage in learning through CTS Business, Informa�on and Technologies courses across a 
 variety of pathways such as (but not limited to): 
 ●  Management and Marke�ng 
 ●  Enterprise and Innova�on 
 ●  Financial Management 
 ●  Analyzing, Financing and Marke�ng the Venture 

 In Grade 10, students will be exposed to CTS courses across a variety of business pathways. As they 
 advance through to Grade 12, a specific area of focus may be selected. Throughout their high school 
 experience, students will engage in cross curricular learning through instruc�onal approaches such as 
 project based learning, design thinking and inquiry. Students tackle and solve real world problems in 
 innova�ve ways while developing competencies such as communica�on, cri�cal thinking, crea�vity and 
 problem solving (for example). Students will connect their learning to the real world through the 
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https://sites.google.com/epsb.ca/studentinterestsurvey/2021


 planning and implementa�on of a business venture. Collabora�on with post-secondary ins�tu�ons, 
 business and industry will provide students with authen�c learning opportuni�es and experiences. 
 Students will demonstrate an entrepreneurial spirit transforming ideas into ac�ons through real-world 
 learning experiences. 

 Registra�on 
 Registra�ons will follow  HC.AR Student Admission  and Enrolment  . There is no entrance criteria for the 
 Business and Innova�on alterna�ve program. 

 Facili�es and Resources 
 No facility modifica�ons are required to accommodate the Business and Innova�on  alterna�ve program. 
 No addi�onal Division funds will be required. 

 Human Resources 
 Human Resources was consulted and has confirmed they are able to support any staffing requirements 
 for this program. 

 Fees 
 There will not be a Business and Innova�on  program  fee. Standard schools fees may apply (such as field 
 trips fees, lunch supervision fees, or fees for consumable student course materials, for example). 

 Transporta�on 
 Edmonton Transit Service (ETS) is the preferred method of transporta�on for senior high students. 

 NEXT STEPS 
 Upon approval of the recommenda�on: 
 ●  A recommenda�on will be provided to the Superintendent confirming the school that will 

 accommodate the Business and Innova�on alterna�ve program, effec�ve September 2024. 
 ●  The Division will update epsb.ca and the annual High School Guide to reflect informa�on about the 

 Business and Innova�on alterna�ve program. 
 ●  Once a school loca�on has been confirmed, the school will provide informa�on about the new 

 alterna�ve program to parents and school communi�es through a range of methods including 
 SchoolZone, school website, social media, school council mee�ngs and open house materials. 
 Division Communica�ons will support the school with messaging. 

 ●  Curriculum and Learning Supports (CLS) will support the iden�fica�on of curriculum and resources 
 including Career and Technology Studies (CTS) courses, Locally Developed Courses and dual credit 
 courses that will support the Business and Innova�on alterna�ve program. 

 ●  Career Pathways (CLS) will support the explora�on of poten�al post secondary, business and 
 industry partnership opportuni�es. 

 ●  Distribu�on of future Business and Innova�on program sites will be coordinated through Programs 
 and Student Accommoda�on. 

 ATTACHMENTS and APPENDICES 
 ATTACHMENT I  Student Interest Survey 

 AP:kd 
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https://epsb.ca/ourdistrict/policy/h/hc-ar/
https://sites.google.com/epsb.ca/studentinterestsurvey/2021
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